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
Greetings PVSers, 

 First, kudos to Dick Schwartzbard (Grand Prize) and Nick Chybinski (first, and only, runner-up) for solving 
my March puzzler. See page 2 for details. 

 Here we are at the end of my tenure as PVS President. It truly has been an honor and a privilege. Now is 
the time to thank all those that really lead and do the work of PVS.  

 To continuing ExComers, thank you Dottie, Sue, Kerry and Dave Callaway for your steadfast and continued 
support.  

 To holders of the other vital positions:  Dick Laeser provided a diligent but friendly monitoring of our 
financial situation (and persistent plodding to turn in expense reports); Dave Learner honchoed our web site, 
offered insights on ski trip locations, and provided BRSC leadership and support; Mary Beale not only recorded our 
ExCom actions (or inactions) but used her extraordinary medical experience to communicate sensitive information 
about our fellow members to all PVSers; to Bob and Jan Marx, whose contributions we didn’t fully appreciate until 
their understandable absence from duties; and to Ray McKinley who kept us mindful of the historical perspective, 
managed current activities, and authored the pre-eminent TOOT column.       

 We have some ExComers going off the group to whom we all owe tremendous gratitude. Ruth Powers has 
provided wise counsel and advice; Carolyn Maurer-Devilbiss (with assistance from Dave) stepped forward to 
organize and refine an extraordinarily effective meeting registration process along with other membership duties; 
and Dave Warthen took membership management and prospect relations to a new HIGHER level AND who 
became the facilitator in TOOT production as well as the “Members’ Corner” of TOOT.  I can’t thank you all too 
much for your tremendous support.  These folks have provided a legacy of continued management of PVS vital 
functions.  Please thank them for their wonderful service to our club! 

 Additional thanks goes to Eloise who served us superbly as nominating committee chair this year and very 
special thanks to Rosemary Schwartzbard who a year ago chaired the  Nominating Committee and who this year 
took on the task of chairing the Ski Trip Committee.  Without hesitation, Rosemary came through with diligence, 
compassion and dignity in all endeavors. 

 A special thanks to some special folks: to Marvin Haas, for your diligent support of our TOOT continuance; 
to Charlie and Sara Huggins for your thoughts, ideas, and support to me; and to Barbara Leonhardt, our #1 PVS 
volunteer who comes through when most needed; all true PVS stalwarts! 

 My last (but not least) thanks go to the readers of my column.  The column reflected me…and was 
somewhat unorthodox more times than not.  For those of you that liked my quirky approach and provided me 
positive feedback: “Thank You”.  For others who have patiently tolerated my prose without public criticism, I “Thank 
You” even more! 

 In these last two years we have experienced fun and frolic that brings joy to life, challenges we have 
overcome, and losses we will never forget.  I thank you for allowing me to be a small part of that history.  

Good Bye,       
     
     
     Sherri and Tom McKenna 

         Rockville MD  20854 
        


VOLUME XLV 
NUMBER 4  

 APRIL 2009 






Sherri and Tom McKenna 

14310 Fallsmead Way 

Rockville MD  20854 
301-424-2328 

 

I-495 to I-270 north; exit 5 toward Potomac; Falls Road exit.  Very first right into the 
development of Fallsmead; four blocks on right: 1431 Fallsmead Way 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

           
In last month’s TOOT we provided the slate of candidates from the Nominating Committee to be voted  for during 

this month’s annual meeting elections. 



 

  
Appl icant Members  

  
Voting also will be done at the April Meeting. 

      
       


                                                                  


     
     
     
     
    
   
       
     
   
       
       
      
 **Out-going members 

   
 

Congratulations to the two first solvers of the March Puzzler. 

 Nick Chybinski was the first reader to solve Part 1 (only one of three switches control 
a light upstairs; but you can only make one trip upstairs). “You turn on switches 1 and 2. Wait a few minutes. Turn 
off #2. Go upstairs and check. If light is on, it is switch 1. If light is off but the bulb is hot, it is switch 2. If light is off 
and the bulb is cold, it is switch 3.” Nick eventually solved Part 2. 

 Dick Schwartzbard was the first reader to solve both Part 1 and Part 2 (have a 78” rod; but can’t carry 
anything longer than 6’ on the bus). “Get a box 6'x3' and put the rod in diagonally.”  

 Dick is the Grand Winner and is deserving of appropriate glory. 









 

The current Ski Trip Committee (STC) is as follows: 

Acting Chairman: – Rosemary Schwartzbard 

Members:  Eloise Strand, Shirley Rettig, Polli Brunelli, David Lerner, and Sharon Mulholland 

We have just completed three successful trips for 2009.  Our goal now is to get proposals for the 
2010 season.  We need the full proposals by April 15, but would like to hear from people before then 
with ideas and short proposals.  We urge you to come forward with your ideas and questions.  The STC 
would be glad to answer questions and provide help.  Looking forward to hearing from you.  Send me an 
email:  rosemaryphd@verizon.net 

In accordance with the Guidelines for a PVS-Endorsed Ski Trip (the Guidelines), the STC is 
issuing this "Preliminary Call for 2009-2010 Winter Ski Trip Proposals."  (The STC also will accept 
preliminary proposals for Summer 2010 trips at the same time.)  Preliminary ski trip proposals should 
include, at a minimum, the proposed destination, dates, and hotel location (ski-out/ski-in or not) for the 
ski trip.  If even "guess-timated” costs are available, that information will be considered favorably by the 
STC. 

For planning purposes, potential Ski Trip Leaders (STLs) should be aware of the following: 

• One firm proposal for the 2009-2010 ski season has been received by the STC already, and has 

been approved by the ExCom – a return trip to Snowmass, CO in Jan. 13-20, 2010. 

• There are two planned Blue Ridge Ski Council (BRSC)-sponsored ski trips planned in 2010: 

 The annual BRSC Western Carnival at Heavenly (Lake Tahoe), CA from February 20-27, 

2010; 

 The BRSC 2010 EuroFest scheduled in Bormeo, Italy March 6-14 2010; probably with 

both pre- and post-skiing extensions.   

Contact Rosemary:     703-812-5234     









Karen Nielsen Devorshak 
December 5, 1934 – February 28, 2009 

 


 

 



 

 










  
 

 

 
Josie 

January 13, 1995 -- March 15, 2009 
 

Josie, a miniature dachshund, was a frequent 
participant in PVS activities, but never a full 
member -- she couldn’t pass the ski test.  For 14 
years, she was a dedicated and devoted pal of Lu 
Beale and then, Mary Beale.  During her younger 
years she took hikes with Lu - lots of them.  We 
recall hiking the Capital Crescent Trail near 
Bethesda, as well as around Seneca Lake, the 
Great Falls area, and Sugarloaf Mountain.  Josie 
would toddle along as best she could with her 
short legs and then Lu, or one of us, would carry 
her.  In her later years, she didn’t do hikes, but 
did do laps (as in sitting on them).  We recall the 
time that four of us were at Lu’s house for lunch.  
We all had a turn holding Josie on our laps.   
 

Josie often attended PVS events, such as 
Oktoberfest, and Fall Foliage Weekends at Blue 
Knob.  She loved being a hound and sniffing out 
the chipmunks in the woodpile.  Got lost once, 
chasing one ‘munk trail after another. 

Mary said that her life soon became intertwined 
with Josie's daily To-Do list.  Josie's favorite 
pastime was digging in the ivy in the back yard.  
She gave commands throughout the day, usually 
by shaking herself to make the quietest noise or 
by gesturing her head when she had your 
attention.  She lived for the mailman's regular 
delivery and attacked the mail as it rained 
through the slot.  She didn't rest until she had 
confirmed that the mail truck was out of sight.  
Then her work for the day was complete. 
 

We sincerely send our condolences to Mary, who 
will miss her wonderful and loving companion 
very much. 

Roster Corrections: 
Changes in postal or e-mail address, telephone 
numbers, method of TOOT distribution, version 
of TOOT format, choice of Hotline, desire to 
volunteer, etc. should be reported to Dave 
Warthen (PVS Membership Records), 
dwarthen@verizon.net, 301-774-2653. 
 

Toot Distribution to 175 PVS Members: 
 Pdf:  78; USPS:  42; MS-Word:  31;  
 Emb. Text:  3; and Text (Att.):  2. 
 

 Roster Changes: 
 Kirk & Peggy Burns 
 7414 Village Spring Dr., Apt FV 105 
 Springfield, VA  22150 
 burnskirk@gmail.com 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tribute To A Best Friend 
 

Sunlight streams through window pane!unto a spot on the 

floor....! 
then I remember,!it's where you used to lie,!but now you 

are no more.! 
Our feet walk down a hall of carpet,!and muted echoes 

sound....! 
then I remember,!it's where your paws would joyously 

abound.! 
A voice is heard along the road, and up beyond the hill,! 
then I remember it can't be yours....!your golden voice is 

still.! 
But I'll take that vacant spot of floor!and empty muted 

hall! 
and lay them with the absent voice!and unused dish along 

the wall.! 
I'll wrap these treasured memorials!in a blanket of my 

love! 
and keep them for my best friend!until we meet above. 

Author Unknown 



 


Carolyn Calloway 

 After participating in the Park City, UT ski trip, Carolyn fell on her home stairs and 

ruptured disks in her back and has been experiencing severe pain.  She is now home 

from the hospital and is in a body cast that can be removed at night.  She is progressing slowly. 

Marty McNeill 

 Marty is home from the hospital following complications from her chemotherapy.  Bob says 

recovery is slow but she is doing OK.   

 



































 







Tahiti and South Seas Cruise – May 28-June 12 2009 Join Reg Heitchue and 
Nancy & Ray McKinley 
They’re the most alluring and beautiful destination on earth--Tahiti and French Polynesia, the legendary isles of the 
South Pacific.  Now home of the 360’ Star Flyer -  the consummate mega-yacht sailing experience for a mere 170 
passengers.  Below is just a bit of what we’ll see as we sail in quiet luxury to such legendary locations as Bora 
Bora, Moorea, Tahaa, Raiate and 5 other spectacular South Pacific Isles.  Star Flyer is as fleet as the wind, a true 
clipper ship, yet a modern cruise ships in every way, created for comfort-loving passengers who also love the 
traditions and romance of the legendary era of sailing ships.  Star Flyer is 360 feet long and carries just 170 guests 
in pampered comfort.  Life aboard is blissfully relaxed, like traveling on a private yacht.  You’ll never feel 
confined, as our ship offers pleasingly spacious cabins, gourmet meals and expansive teak decks with ample space 
for relaxing and play.  Our Fabulous 14 Day Cruise Vacation Includes - R/T Airfare, Wash DC to Tahiti - 3 Days 
with breakfast in Tahiti, double occupancy - 11 Day Sail Cruise on the Star Flyer including all meals - baggage 
handling - bus gratuities - pre trip party.  Space is limited. Please send your check for $400 per person payable to 
Reg Heitchue, 11990 Market Street, Unit 1015, Reston, VA 20190.  Please call for more information  

703-437-7611  or  heitchu@yahoo.com. 
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We’re returning to Snowmass!! The developer has delayed plans for renovation of our beloved 
Snowmass Mountain Chalet! Join us again in 2010 for this PVS favorite. 

 Snowmass offers direct access to 3,100 acres of slopeside skiing just outside the door. 
With interchangeable lift tickets and free bus service to Aspen Highlands, Ajax Mountain, 
and Buttermilk ski areas, the skiing terrain totals more than 5,000 acres. 

 Slopeside lodging at Snowmass Mountain Chalet includes a daily family-style breakfast 
and daily soup lunch, greatly appreciated by trip participants and other guests, many of 
whom return year after year. This small hotel, with its welcoming staff, is unique for its 
convenience and friendly ambiance. 

 The trip will include group dinners, après-ski parties, and other activities available in the 
Aspen environs. 

 Approximate trip cost is $2,072, details to be announced when air transport is arranged. 
For more information: 
Contact trip leaders Carolyn and David DeVilbiss at 703-370-4865 or 
  
To reserve: -- Send deposit (fully refundable to August 1) of $250 per person to: 
Carolyn DeVilbiss at 4508 Peacock Avenue, Alexandria VA 2230 AND 
Note “PVS-Snowmass 2010” on the memo line. 

Other PVS trips to be announced in the TOOT at a later date. 

Prices: $5,957 per 
person Double, 
$7,939 single Based 
on airfare of $1,804.  
Land only $4,153 
NOTE: THIS PRICE 
INCLUDES A $1000 
PER PERSON 
EARLY BOOKING 
DISCOUNT…! 








 














 


















 














 










 










 














 









Note from this editor: 
I have been most impressed with how 
PVSers have jumped in to fill the gap so 
Toot could continue its important role.  
Volunteers have taken one to two month 
“tours” and applied their own touch to the 
document.  All of them (me included) take 
advantage of this challenge and stretch our 
knowledge of the ever-smart computer 
programs.  
 
Bob and I thank Dave Warthen for battling 
all the different idiosyncrasies of each 
editor’s computer programs.  He has 
kneaded them into a fragrant and tasty 
product to be digested by us all. 
 

















 





 






 






          

     


   







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
  
   
  
   
   
  
  
  
  

































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